Libraries mean business
Essex County Council Libraries - Business Information Service

Vital information for your business needs
Why not help yourself to free online business information?

Did you know you can help yourself to a host of free business information
via your local Essex library? We subscribe to a number of electronic business
resources ranging from company information and market research to legislation
and British Standards.

If you are looking for market research, we can offer Keynote Market
Research which provides access to over 380 up-to-date market research reports
covering 27 UK market sectors. The keyword search facility allows for cross
searching of all the reports. We also subscribe to Marketline Business
Information Centre, giving access to 2500 market reports at global, regional
and country level. There are company profiles for 10,000 of the world’s major
companies and 2000 SWOT analyses.

You can augment these by searching our databases of Newspapers and
Magazines online. Newspapers online provides full text of 10 daily and Sunday
newspapers - right up to yesterday's issue. Magazines online has full text articles
and abstracts searchable by keyword from a selection of popular and specialist
titles.

For information on competitors, suppliers, or any other company you are
interested in, try Hoovers Company Information from Dun & Bradstreet. You
can search for information on 2.2 million UK companies, access 830,000 in
depth reports plus catch up on key business news. Kompass is excellent for
finding suppliers of products or services worldwide; it provides data on more than
1.85 million companies in over 64 countries.

If you need information on another country, or are planning a business
visit, we offer EIU Country Reports with up-to-date profiles and reports for over
200 countries providing invaluable information for exporters.

Many products and services are covered by a British Standard and with
British Standards Online you can view the full text of the publications of the
British Standards Institute.

Knotty legal problems may be helped by consulting Lexis Nexis which
combines the full and up to date text of UK case law, acts of Parliament and
statutory instruments.

In addition, in our four main libraries (Chelmsford, Basildon, Colchester and
Harlow) you can access Cobra — Complete Business Reference Adviser.
Invaluable for the start-up or established business, Cobra gives you access to
hundreds of business opportunity profiles and business information factsheets.
There are also detailed market synopses, local area profiles, an events and
exhibitions diary and further sources of UK business information and support.
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You can even access Kompass, British Standards and Newspapers and

Magazines online from your own computer remotely via our website at
www.essex-business.info

Of course, if you don’t have time you can always contact the Business
Information Service direct. We offer a wide range of resources to help those
doing business or thinking of doing business in Essex.

We can provide information on starting-up, companies and markets, legislation,
finance, doing business in Europe and beyond. You can order a mailing list or a
credit check, request tender information or market research. We can provide a
tailor-made business start-up pack and even register your new company.

We provide a fast, accurate and confidential service, seven days a week. All
services are either free or charged at very competitive rates.

To request more information on these resources or any of our services, please
contact us on 01245 492535 or email: business.information@essexcc.gov.uk
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